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According to a report by PwC Middle East, 
companies in the Middle East are respond-
ing with increasing vigor to new demands 
for changed thinking and stronger action on 
climate issues.
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73% of survey respondents have made a 
carbon-neutral commitment or are 
working towards one.2

The study will also provide early warnings of 
potential cumulative impacts and enable 
access to a wide range of alternatives to 
minimize the cumulative environmental 
impacts.
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64% of respondents surveyed have adopt-
ed a formal ESG strategy and the number 
of companies without a strategy has fallen 
in the last 12 months.
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Abu Dhabi has announced that it will 
evaluate the environmental impact of all 
development projects in the emirate. The 
evaluation will be based on a comprehen-
sive study of the environmental impact of 
each project.
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Major Infrastructure
Projects in the UAE

Potential Consequences of
Large-scale Projects

The UAE has been a hub for major infrastructure projects characterized by 
mega projects and large-scale developments. These encompass diverse 
infrastructure initiatives, including urban development, that shape the 
landscape of the country. UAE development projects have become synony-
mous with innovation and modernization, reflecting the nation's commit-
ment to sustainable growth and economic diversification.

Potential Consequences of Large-scale Projects
Large-scale projects, while essential for development, can have potential 
consequences that demand close attention. Ecological disruption, wildlife 
habitat loss, climate impacts, water scarcity, and effects on local communi-
ties are among the potential outcomes. Understanding and mitigating 
these consequences are integral to responsible project management, en-
suring that environmental sustainability is prioritized alongside develop-
ment goals.

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process plays 
a crucial role in evaluating the potential environmental 
consequences of major projects. This systematic examina-
tion involves environmental impact analysis, assessing the 
implications of a project on various aspects such as air and 
water quality, biodiversity, noise pollution, and soil health. 



Environmental Considerations

Environmental considerations form the cornerstone of sustainable develop-
ment in the UAE. Biodiversity conservation, maintenance of air and water 
quality, soil health preservation, noise pollution control, and prevention of 
habitat disruption are paramount. Some interesting facts related to the 
environmental impact of large-scale projects in the UAE in 2023:

Sustainable practices are integral to UAE projects, encompassing sustain-
able development, green infrastructure, renewable energy integration, 
eco-friendly design, and the implementation of low-carbon construction 
methods. Adopting environmentally friendly technologies is a key aspect of 
large-scale projects in the UAE. The integration of such technologies 
reflects the commitment to minimizing environmental impact and pro-
moting sustainable practices.

Sustainable Practices in UAE Projects



According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, 

the UAE’s primary energy 
consumption in 2021 was 4.6 

quadrillion British thermal 
units (Btu), with 1% of that 
coming from renewable 

sources.

The UAE’s primary energy 
production in 2021 was 

10.1 quadrillion Btu, with 
1% of that coming from 

renewable sources.

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) plans to triple its 

supply of renewable 
energy and invest up to 
$54 billion over the next 
seven years to meet its 

growing energy de-
mands.

This investment is 
expected to reduce the 
country’s carbon foot-
print and help the UAE 

achieve its goal of net-ze-
ro emissions by 2050.

Renewable Energy in UAE Projects:  
Renewable energy plays a pivotal role in UAE projects, with initiatives en-
compassing solar energy projects, wind energy initiatives, and the integra-
tion of renewable power generation into large-scale developments. Here 
are some interesting facts related to renewable energy in UAE projects:



How insights can help.

Implementing ESG services offers a multitude of benefits
for businesses, stakeholders, and society as a whole:

Enhanced Reputation and Brand Value: Companies with robust ESG 
practices are perceived as ethical, responsible, and trustworthy, leading 
to strengthen brand reputation and differentiation in the marketplace.

Improved Financial Performance: ESG integration has been linked to 
improved financial performance, including higher profitability, lower 
cost of capital, and increased shareholder value, as companies effective-
ly manage ESG-related risks and capitalize on new opportunities.

Access to Capital: Investors, lenders, and other financial institutions 
increasingly consider ESG factors when making investment decisions. 
Companies with strong ESG credentials often have greater access to 
capital, including sustainable finance options such as green bonds and 
impact investments.

Risk Mitigation: Proactively addressing ESG risks, such as climate 
change, supply chain disruptions, and regulatory non-compliance, 
helps companies mitigate potential financial, operational, and reputa-
tional risks, safeguarding long-term business sustainability.

Innovation and Market Opportunities: Embracing ESG principles stim-
ulates innovation and fosters the development of sustainable products, 
services, and business models. Companies that effectively integrate ESG 
considerations can capitalize on emerging market opportunities and 
gain a competitive edge.



Employee Engagement and Retention: Commitment to ESG values 
enhances employee morale, engagement, and productivity, as employ-
ees are more likely to align with companies that demonstrate a com-
mitment to social and environmental responsibility. This, in turn, im-
proves employee retention and attracts top talent.

Stakeholder Trust and Relations: Engaging with stakeholders, includ-
ing investors, customers, employees, suppliers, and communities, on 
ESG matters builds trust, fosters transparent communication, and 
strengthens collaborative relationships, ultimately enhancing long-term 
stakeholder value.

Regulatory Compliance and License to Operate: Adhering to ESG regu-
lations and standards ensures compliance with legal requirements and 
enhances the company's social license to operate. Companies that 
demonstrate responsible corporate citizenship are better positioned to 
navigate regulatory scrutiny and maintain public trust.

Positive Societal Impact: Ultimately, integrating ESG services generates 
positive societal impact by addressing pressing environmental and 
social issues, promoting inclusive growth, and contributing to sustain-
able development goals, thereby creating shared value for communities 
and future generations.

Resilience and Adaptability: By embedding ESG considerations into 
business strategies, companies enhance their resilience and adaptabili-
ty to evolving market dynamics, societal expectations, and environmen-
tal challenges, enabling them to thrive in a rapidly changing world.


